Goodnight Moon Unit Plan Reflection


I originally looked at the book Goodnight Moon for Activity Report number 3, Creating a Story-based Lesson Plan. As a child, I had often read Goodnight Moon, so when faced with the task of developing a lesson plan similar to that given in the book for The Hungry Hungry Caterpillar, I immediately thought of this book. As time went on, I thought about using it for Activity Report number 7, with the process-writing element. Unfortunately, I was told that it didn't suit that report because the students would be too young. When Activity Report number 8 was assigned, I knew I wanted to make the lesson plan from Activity 3 into a Unit Plan.

Due to this, a number of readings influenced this work. Process writing, discussed in Peregoy and Boyle (2008) had a major influence on the structure of the final assignment. It was designed to allow students to “concentrate on ideas first rather than correctness” (p. 228), just as the two authors mention. I took the lesson planning questions in Johnson (1999) in mind as well, asking myself about what students will take away from the lesson, what information they should retain and more (p. 111).

The objectives of the unit are to teach students about nighttime and going to bed, while also helping them with phonics and letter formation when writing. I wanted to help young learners to begin writing, even if it is with invented spellings and indistinguishable letters. By helping them write a short story which will then “publish” and display in the classroom, I would be encouraging them to value literacy. The more a child reads and writes, the better they will become at doing so.

The unit plan covers previous knowledge and linking to a previous unit in using the rhyme “Hey Diddle Diddle.” It then leads into questions about nighttime and the reading of the book. The unit states that the book will be read no less than 2 times with a reading given online as well. This is meant to ensure understanding of the students by reading the same book multiple times after already having performed a picture walk.

I want my students to gain confidence in writing and more enthusiasm for reading. I also want them to work on letter formation and phonics without confining them to drills and the copying of isolated phrases. The unit is meant to connect to another one on nighttime, perhaps astronomy or something of that sort. This would lead from art (drawing or cutting/pasting) and literature (the book) into science.

Feedback from my peers and my teacher was very important for this unit plan. Most of the peer input came from the time I almost used it for my Process Writing lesson.  I took feedback from my peers about how this might be too difficult for someone of that age group and chose to simplify it slightly, while still accomplishing my goals.  I changed the requirements of the final project, making sure to mention that invented spelling would be acceptable.  From instructor feedback, I elected to alter my objectives slightly, to refine them.  In addition, I added a note that after the initial drawings of items, students would be able to cut out pictures from a magazine for the final product if need be.  I wanted to make sure that they were still encouraged to draw, but that when the published work was to emerge, they could select the very best pictures. 
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